Values and Qualities of
Best Start
 Our children are our present and our future.
 Our children should have access to good
health, wellbeing and education programs so
that they will be empowered to achieve their full
potential.
 Our children have the right to an education
that strengthens their culture and identity.
 Our children have the right to live in
communities that are safe and free from
violence.
 Our children have the right to identify as
Aboriginal Australians, to be proud of our history,
cultural beliefs and practices.
 Our children have the right to maintain
connection to their land and country.
 Our children have the right to maintain their
strong kinship ties and social obligations.
 Our children have a strong contribution to
make to enrich the Aboriginal community and as
members of the wider community.
 Our children have a right to be taught our
cultural heritage by our Elders.
 Our children should be taught to respect their
Elders.
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What is Aboriginal

PDSA’s

Best Start ?
An initiative of the Victorian Department of
Education and Training, the Best Start program
supports families, caregivers and communities to
provide the best possible environment, experiences
and care for young children in the important years
from pregnancy to school.
Best Start aims to give every child the best start in
life by bringing local services together to work
collaboratively to address challenges faced by
families and communities and assist them in
supporting parents and caregivers to improve the
health, development, learning and wellbeing of all
Victorian children (0-8 years).

Centered on monitoring and reporting, Best
Start operates through a formal partnership of
local agencies and service providers, with the
facilitator supporting partners and their
organisations to implement rapid actionreflection ‘Plan, Do, Study, Act cycles’ or PDSAs,
grounded in a methodology of improvement
science, at a localized level to seek to
continuously improve program delivery and
make effective changes to benefit children
and families.

Aboriginal Best Start are in place to ensure that local
Aboriginal communities and organisations are given
every possible opportunity to support positive
outcomes for their children and families
collaboratively, while promoting a strong emphasis
on prevention and early intervention,.
The over-arching outcomes of Best Start are:
Children engage and participate in early childhood
education (kindergarten and supported
playgroups).

Children and families actively engage with MCH
services, attending key ages and stages visits
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This localised, targeted way of finding solutions
to problems faced by families has been shown
to be extremely effective. Efforts are focused
on boosting children’s participation in the
programs we know have the best results for
setting them up for success, kindergarten and
maternal and child health (MCH) services. The
program also puts in place prevention
strategies, and helps to ensure all children have
the opportunity to participate in quality early
childhood experiences through kindergarten,
supported playgroups and maternal and child
health services.

